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product. Du Pont has eighty-four factories in twenty-five states; of the eighty-four only three are actually in Delaware itself. These are a pigment plant at Newport near Wilmington, a titanium plant at Edgemoor, and a great nylon plant at Seaford. The largest single Du Pont works is the Chambers plant at Deepwater, New Jersey, just across the river from Wilmington, originally built to make dyes.
In the early days of the Manhattan Project, General Leslie R. Groves came to Wilmington and told the company something of his problem. The Du Pont reply was that they were chemists, not nuclear physicists; the company went into the atom business with considerable reluctance. Finally, under the general supervision of the University of Chicago, Du Pont agreed to build the pilot plant at Clinton, Tennessee, near Oak Ridge, and then the 350 million dollar installation at Hanford, Washington; this has been called "the biggest and most difficult industrial enterprise ever undertaken." Why did the War Department come to Du Pont first? Answers: (i) It had always been accustomed to creating its own machinery; (2) the War Department knew it well and favorably over many years; (3) it was best fitted for the job, with no rival in overall facilities except, perhaps, Standard Oil of New Jersey; (4) it had, of course, massive experience with explosives. Du Pont did not, however, agree to participate in the Manhattan Project except on two conditions. First, that it should derive no patent rights out of what developed, second, that its fee for each undertaking should be $1.00.
Du Pont has 80,000 stockholders, but the control rests in the family; some 40 to 50 per cent of the stock is still held by descendants of E. I. Du Pont, the founder. Nor do the Du Ponts branch out much into other corporations except General Motors. Pierre, for instance, is a director of only six other companies in all. One of these is the Wilmington Trust Company, and two are near-by railroads; he resigned his directorship in Motors in 1944. As to Motors, the Du Ponts bought ten million GM shares in 1921, which they have held continuously to date, -This is regarded in Delaware purely as an "investment," but that it gives the Du Pont family effective control of GM cannot be gainsaid. Du Pont has often been linked with I.G. Farben in Germany. It vehemently denies that any such link still exists.
The president of Du Pont today is Walter S. Carpenter Jr., who has been with the company for almost forty years; only once before has Du Pont had a non-Du Pont president. His salary is $150,000 a year. Carpenter has no family connection except that his brother, R. R* M. Carpenter, now retired, married a Du Pont. The theory seems to be that, for top jobs, as between two people equal in merit, one of whom is a Du Pont, a member of the family will be chosen. If, however, no member happens to be available for a particular job, the choice will fall outside. The company is run by an executive committee of nine members